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ON THE SUBJECT, 


Jeſus anſwered ; the firſt of all thETomimandments 3 is,. Hear, 0 Iſrael ! 
the Lord our God is one Lord : and thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength. 
This is, the firſt commandment. And the ſecond is like, namely this g 
Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf : : there is nohe other com: 
mandment Foater than theſe. Mars Xii. 29, 30 31. 


When yo pray, ſay; Our Father, be. "Loi Xi, ad 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


The following little tract (viz. the firſt of the two following 
dialogues) being now reprinted by the editor, with very 
conſiderable alterations, it is no more than Juſtice to the 
author to fay, that he is no longer anſwerable for the con- 
tents of it, His learning, and his chriſtian ſpirit and temper, 
deſerve all praiſe ; his name is not me ationied, but his works 
will follow him, St 
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Tux following Dialogue is deſigned for the uſe 
of common chriſtians, who, by experience, are 
found competent judges of the doctrine here con- 
tended for, when it is delivered in its native ſim- 
plicity, as it was firſt preached by Chrift and his 
apoſtles. Plain fſcripture-fats are adapted to all 
capacities, and cannot be overthrown by all the 


learned ſophiſtry in the world. It is to be hoped, 


that there are amongſt us many rational chriſtians, 
who will diſtribute ſuch little tracts, in order to 
help forward the glorious work of another reforma- 
tion, which, though the times are favourable in 
many reſpects, is very much- obſtructed by irreli- 
gion on one ſide, and ſuperſtition and enen 
on the other. 
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S EC ON PD EDITION. 
Tn unexpected demand which has been made 


for the former impreſſion of the firſt Dialogue, has 


given occaſion for the re-publication of it. A ſecond 
is now added to the preſent edition; and, in this 
laſt diſcuſſion of the ſubject, the author has con- 


ducted his two friends to a perfect agreement in 
opinion and practice, upon principles which appeared, 


in the end, equally cancluſfive ta both of them. 
The firſt Dialogue was re- printed in Philadel- 


phia in 1785; a cireumſtance which affords ſome 


hopes that it may be uſeful on the other ſide of the 
Atlantic: and more particularly as the wiſdom of 
the American ſtates hath not impoſed thoſe im- 


pediments to the free progreſs of the true faith 


of the goſpel of Chriſt, which have been ynhappily 
adopted and retaiped in Eurofth. 0c 58 


The writer has only to add, that his fervent 
prayer to God is, that in proportion as the know, 
ledge of the truth ſhall ſpread, the greater purity 
of life and conſiſtency of conduct may preval 
throughout the chriſtian world, 
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FRIENDLY DIALOGUE, 


ATHANASIan, Neighbour, as I always thought 
you a perſon of a ſerious turn of mind, and have 
frequently obſerved your exemplary conduct in the 
public worſhip, your behaviour this day, at church, 
gave me great ſurpriſe, and indeed uneaſineſs, be- 
cauſe you ſeemed to treat ſome parts of our excel- 
lent liturgy with diſregard. You uſed to repeat, 
after the miniſter, the four firſt petitions of the 
litany, in a devout and ſolemn manner; and to 
Join 1n every part of our liturgy, ſo jultly celebrated 
by great numbers of pious and learned men, But 
I took notice this day, at church, you put on a 
ſilent indifference, when. Gop THE $ONn, GopD THE 
HOLY GHosST, and the THREE PERSONS in the trinity 
were invoked ; neither did you ſeem to give your 
aſſent to the doxglogy, ſo frequently directed, to 
FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST. You ſeemed likewiſe 
not to join in the latter end of thoſe prayers, which 
conclude with the doctrine of the trinity in unity, 
ſo plainly and ſolemnly. eſtabliſhed by our glorious 
church, and confirmed by the learned pains of many 
excellent writers. I ſhould be glad to know the 
true reaſon of this ſurpriſing change; and make 
no doubt bur you will readily explain yaurſelf upon 
theſe religious points, as you and I have had fred 
quent conferences upon ſubjects of ſcripture. . 

UniTarRian, Why, really, neighbour, I acs 
knowledge the juſtneſs of your charge. As m 
. ſentiments are very different from thoſe* I formerly 
embraced and was educated in; ſo I think it my 
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it has been celebrated by ſeveral excellent writers, 
Gs. | . \ as 
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duty to act conſiſtently with my principles, and to pro- 


feſs and practiſe, in religious matters, according to 
the dictates of my conſcience. There was a little 
book, publiſhed ſome years ago, under the title of, 


Ax ArrEAL TO THE CQMMON SENSE of ALL CHRIS» 


Tian PEOPLE, &c. written by a country clergyman. 
And ſince then, another ſmall tract entitled, Ax 
APPEAL TO THE SERIOUS and CANDID PROFESSORS 


OF CHRISTIANITY *: theſe I have carefully read, 


conſidered, and compared with ſcripture, and more 
particularly with regard to the article of religious 
worſhip, which is of a practical nature; and pro- 
feſs myfelf deeply convinced, by the expreſs deter- 
mination of Chriſt and his apoſtles, that the church- 
worſhip offered up to Jeſus Chriſt, the meſſenger 
of God, and to the holy ſpirit; and to the trinity, 
as being three perſons, and one God, 1s falſe and 
unſcriptural ; from whence, I think, it neceſſaril 

follows, that the famous Athanaſian doctrine of three 
co- equal perſons in one God, has no foundation in 
the word of God. OR 


ArHAN ASIAN. Oh, my friend! you aſtoniſh 
me by ſuch a bold declaration; and I beg of you, 


for the ſake of your future happineſs, to take heed, 
and beware how you run into a dangerous hereſy, 
before you have weighed this important buſineſs 
with a cool and unprejudiced mind. What! is it 
poſſible to imagine that ſo many wiſe and good men 
ſhould have been ſo grievouſly miſtaken, as to be 


guilty of falſe Wbrſhip in their ſolemn addreſs to 
almighty God ? Don't you know, that our liturgy 


was compiled by pious and learned men; and that 


+. ® The third and laſt edition of the Appeal to Common Senſe, was 
publiſhed 1775, by Mr. Johnſon, in St. Paul's Church-Vard ; 


- 
* 


Where alſo is ſold, the Appeal ta the Profeſſars of Chriſtianity, 
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as the moſt perfect and chriſtian form of public 
devotion in the whole chriſtian world? You ſhould, 
therefore, ſuſpect, that theſe authors have impoſed 
on your judgment by ſome deluſive arts, when their 
arguments have a tendency to draw you off from 
an important part of religious worſhip, fettled and 
determined by the venerable fathers of the church 
of England, eſtabliſhed by acts of parliament and 
convocation, and ſtrongly enforced by a pious and 
learned clergy. | | 

UnrTAaRIian. I am obliged to you, my good 
friend, for your advice, as I am well aſſured it 
proceeds from a kind regard for my ſpiritual wel- 
fare. But I can ſeriouſly declare, that my convic- 
tion has not been haſty : in the courſe of my inquiry, 
I made all poſſible objections to the doctrines de- 
livered in both theſe APPEALSs, for the very reaſon 
you aſſign; and I thought it ſtrange and unac- 
countable, that ſuch an excellent church ſhould 
have continued fo long in an error that breaks in 
upon the true character of the one God and Father 
of all, and the holy and only worſhip admitted, 
practiſed, and directed by Chriſt and his apoſtles. 
And in order to convince you of my ſincerity in 
this grand affair, I muſt en ee you that I ſent 
for ſeveral anſwers to theſe publications, which 
have been written by learned perſons; and have 
alſo carefully examined ſome defences of them, 
Upon the moſt ſincere. and impartial inquiry, not 
without earneſt applications to the God of truth, 
for the direction of his holy ſpirit in my religious diſ- 
quiſitions, I profeſs myſelf an uniTARIAN CHRISTIAN, 
or a firm believer in one ſupreme God and Father 
of all, as a principle of natural as well as revealed 
religion. I ſee with my own eyes, and perceive 
with my own underſtanding, that it is my duty to 
wWoyrſhip and pray to the one God and Father of 


j/ 


[8] 
all, in the name of, or as the diſciple of Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the aſſiſtance of his holy ſpirit and guid- 
ance; and think it lawful to offer up petitions to 
none other, except the inviſible and ſelf- exiſtent 
creator and governor of the world, the one only 


Uving and true God. As our Lord commanded no 


worſhip or prayer to be made to himſelf, and 
directed his apoſtles and others, to pray only to 
God, our Father, who is in heaven; and they 
taught their diſciples the ſame : ſurely, to pay re- 
ligious worſhip to atiy other, muſt be judged, by 
every unprejudiced chriſtian, as an inſtance of will- 
worſhip, not warranted by the word of God; and, 
conſequently, ſach unſeriptural forms of devotion 
ought to be laid afide, though eſtabliſhed by the 
authority of wiſe and learned men. With reſpect. 
to the worſhip of the trinity in unity, or three per- 
ſons and one God, not even the leaſt colour of evt- 
dence can be produced for it: every form of wor- 


ſhip ſet forth by Chriſt and his apoſtles is abſolutely 


inconſiſtent with it. It is certainly worſhiping - 
God, under a falſe character, or wwe knew not what, - 
(John iv. 22.) when we offer up prayers to a Being 
conſiſting of three co-equal perſons, contrary to the 

light of reafon and ſcripture ; and I am afraid this 
religious practice too nearly approaches to the crime 


of ſome degree of idolatry, as no ſuch Being exiſts 


in the us iverſe. | | 9 4 
ATHANASIAN, Surely you muſt labour under 
ſome very great-miſtake, when you make ſuch 
confident declarations regarding forms of worſhip, 
that have been deduced from ſcriptare by fo many 
learned men; and have been deferided in fo many 
excellent books, written by perſons of almoſt every 
denomination” of: chriſtians, as well as of the church 
of England. Have you, my friend, carefully 
examined every part 9 ſeripture relating to rel: 
LE CO, wy gious 
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vious worſhip ? Have not the authors of theſe 


APPEALS, concealed ſome conſiderable evidence, in 


order to gain their cauſe ? Though my memory, at 


preſent, does not furniſh me with any particular 
paſſages, where the ſecond, third and fourth peti- 
tions of the litany are found in expreſs terms; yet 
I am perſuaded that theſe forms of worſhip are war- 
ranted by ſcripture, as our church, which profeſſes 
the higheſt regard for ſcripture, and is founded upon 
it, has ſo long recommended and enforced the whole 


lirany-worſhip : and you muſt allow, that the church 


of England has been bleſſed with many excellent 
members, remarkable for their piety, as well as 
learning : and, conſequently, I cannot think of de- 
parting from their religious ſentiments, without the 
cleareſt and ſtrongeſt evidence, drawn from the word 
of God. 

UNITARIA NV. We of this nation ought to bleſs 
God for the ineſtimable advantages of the free uſe 
of the holy ſcriptures in the vulgar tongue. In the 
name of God, let every declaration of Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, relating to religious worſhip, be ex- 
amined and conſidered with the greateſt care ; and 


Her this important cauſe be determined by divine, 


and not human authority. I can ſincerely tell you 
a plain matter of fact, that after having very ac- 
curately compared the new Teſtament, with the 
collection of texts relating to religious worſhip in 
both theſe ArPeaLs, I could not find one paſſage 
omitted; ſo that the authors of them cannot be 
charged with concealing any part of the evidence, 
in order to gain their cauſe, according to the too 
common practice of party- writers. | 
My good friend, do but admit, as your proteſtant 
profeſſion, and your ſeeming regard for ſcripture 
requires, that the authority of Chriſt and his apoſ- 
tles is of greater weight than the decrees of even 


wiſe and learned men, and you. will ſoon be con- 


yinced 
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viriced that the athanaſian, or trinitarian worſhip' is 
falſe, and unſcriptural.. I will endeavour to point 
out to you a plain method of gaining intire ſatis- 
faction upon this important ſubject. It came to paſs 
that as he (viz. Chriſt) was praying in a certain place, 
one of his diſciples ſaid unto him, Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John alſo taught his diſciples. (Luke xi. 1.) 
Now, the grand queſtion is, what anſwer our Lord 
made to this reaſonable inquiry? For furely it is 


the duty of every chriſtian to pay a very ſolemn. 
regard to the determination of Chrift himſelf, —-_ 


And he (viz. Chriſt) ſaid unto them, when ye pray, 
fay, Our Father, who art in heaven, &c. (v. 2.) 
This is exactly agreeable to the precept he gave in 
his ſermon on the mount; after this manner pray ye : 
Our Father, who art in heaven, &c. (Mark vi. 9.) 
It appears then that our ſaviour has plainly com- 
manded all his diſciples to worſhip the one God and 
Father of all, without any mention of himſelf, or 
of the holy ſpirit of God, as objects of worſhip. 
ATHANASIAN., Your producing the Lord's prayer 
is, I think, unneceſſary, as al chriſtians are uni- 
formly agreed in it; and this prayer frequently 
occurs im every part of our public ſervice. 
UNTrARIAN. Bur it is proper to begin with a 
point univerſally agreed upon, in order to proceed, 
in a regular manner, to the examination of thoſe 
points wherein we differ. Though the Lord's prayer 
is ſo familiar to you, by frequent ufe, yet it is very 


poſſible that you, and thouſands, of others might 


not have attended to the conſequences, naturally 
ariſing from this divine and comprehenſive prayer. 

In the next place, I recommend to your ſerious 
conſideration, part of a diſcourſe our Lord delivered 
to kis diſciples, juſt before he was going to ſuffer a 
painful and fcandalous death.---#: that day ye ſhall 


aſk me nothing: Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, what-- 


ſoever ye ſhall afk, the Father in my name, he will give 
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it you. Hitherto have ye aſked nothing in my name. 
At that day ye ſhall aſk in my name. (John xv. 23, 24, 

26.) Be pleaſed to take particular notice, that 
our Lord hath, in theſe declarations, plainly fer 
forth the true chriſtian form of worſhip, which is no 
other than to worſkip the one God and Father of 
all, in the name ef, and as the diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

But here I muſt-earneſtly deſire you to confider, 
what foundation there 1s, for the worſhip of Jeſus 
Chriſt, or the holy ſpirit of God, or three perſons 
in one God. *Tis impoſſible for the art of man to 
find it out, in theſe plain declarations of our ſaviour, 
when he was profeſſedly delivering the duty of his 
diſciples, with regard to the true object of religious 
worſhip. 

ArHAxASIAX. I freely grant you that the 
church-worſhip does not appear in this diſcourle of 
ous ſaviour. But does he not promiſe his diſciples 


ro ſend the holy ſpirit to guide them into all truth? 


From whence 1t 1s not improbable to conclude, that 
{ome particulars were to be revealed to them aftes 
the deſcent of the holy ſpirit, which our Lord did 
not think proper to communicate to them in perſon; 
ſo that if the church-worſhip be rightly deduced 
from the declarations of the inſpired apoſtles, it 
will yet ftand upon a ſcripture- foundation. 


UNITARIAN. Let us, for the preſent, keep to 


our ſaviour's laſt diſcourſe to his diſciples. If the 
true character of God be, a Being conſiſting of three 
co- equal perſons, and it is our duty to worſhip him 
under this character, is it poſſible to imagine, that 
our Lord ſhould take no notice of ſuch an eſſential 
part of our religious ſervice ? As no ſuch worſhip can 
be deduced from this, or any other diſcourſe of our 
ſaviour, it muſt certainly be given up, as falſe and 


Anſcriptural, unleſs the apoſtles, after the deſcent 


B 2 | ot 


'" 


u ] 


of the holy ſpirit, have made it our expreſs duty, 
by clear precepts, or example. | 

But the matter of fact is demonſtrated, even to 
the eye-ſight, that the apoſtles offered up their uſual 
and ſtated devotions to God only, through Jeſus 
Chriſt. They lift up their voice to God, faying, Lord, 
thou art God,---grant that---wonders may be done by 
the name of thy 50 ſervant Jeſus. (Acts iv. 24, 30.) 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us the viftory, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. (1 Cor. xv. 57.) The pre- 
cepts relating to worſhip, in the epiſtles, are to this 
effect hal ſoever ye do, in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God, 
and the Father by bim. Coloſſ. iii. 17.) In the re- 
view of all the forms of worſhip in the new Teſta- 
ment, will appear demonſtrative evidence, that the 
worſhip of Chriſt, and the holy fpirit, is no where 
warranted by the practice or precepts of the apoftles : 
and ſo groſs and abſurd is the worſhip of three per- 
ſons and one God, that they have not left us the 
moſt diſtant intimation of any ſuch religious prac- 
tice ; which you will readily perceive, when you 
have carefully examined all their declarations relat- 
ing to the duty of worſhip. If it had been the will 
of God, that the diſciples of Chriſt ſhould have wor- 
| ſhipped one God, under the character of three perſons, 
it would have been as plainly fer forth in the new 
Teſtament, as it is in the liturgy of the church of 
Englard: and conſequently, the athanaſian forms 
of worſhip muſt appear, to all ſincere Bereans, falſe 
and unſcriptural, as being deſtitute of all ſupporr 

from the directions of Chriſt and his apoſtles. 
ATHANASIAN, But ſurely the great power: and 
authority of Chriſt, who is ſo frequently joined 
together with the Father, as alfo the high offices 
which the holy ſpirit ſuſtains; and both of them 
being ſometimes, mentioned, together with the Fa- 
ther, as concerned in the great work of our falvation, 
afford good grounds for the direct invocation of 
them 
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them in prayer or praiſe; particularly, as we are 


commanded to be baptized into the name of the ſom 
and, holy ſpirit, as well as of the Father. (Mat. 
xxvili. 19.) And the apoſtolical benediction (2 Cor. 
Xiii, 14.) ſeems to imply worſhip to the ſon and 
holy ſpirit. 

UNniTARIAN. That the ſon is employed by God 
in very high offices for the ſalvation of mankind, 
ever chriſtian muſt readily grant, with joy and 
gratitude : and the promiſed aſſiſtance of the holy 
{pirit, is alſo deſerving of our thankfulneſs. As 
God Almighty ſent Chriſt to preach and make 
known the terms of ſalvation to the world; ſo after 
he had completed the gracious work by God 
aſſigned him, he received a commiſſion to ſend down 
the holy ſpirit upon the. apoſtles, to enable them to 
propagate the goſpel through the world: the com- 
fortable aſſiſtance of the ſame holy ſpirit of God, 
(that is, his guidance and protection) is likewiſe 
promiſed to all ſincere chriſtians in the diſcharge of 
their moſt difficult duties. Upon this account, the 
diſciples. of Chriſt are commanded to be baptized 
into the name of the fon and holy ſpirit, as well as 
of the Father. Being baptiz:d into the name of the 
holy ſpirit, or, into the belief of the extraordinary 
guidance and direction of the holy ſpirit, which was 
given to the apoſtles, cannot be of the like import, 
with addreſſing ourſelves to the ſame in prayer and 
praiſe, When this famous text in St. Matthew is 
cited, the words immediately foregoing ſhould al- 
ways be added, as bt ing neceſſary to complete the 
ſenſe. All power, (that is, all poger relating to the 
goſpel.diſpenſation,) is given unto me in heaven, and © 
in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them into the name of the Father, and of the 
ſon, and of the holy ſpirit : (Matt. xxviii. 18, 19.) 
and. conſequently, the Father is mentioned as the 
giver of that power, the ſon as the perſon to _ 
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that power is given, and the holy ſpirit, as the 


bleſſing of God accompanying our endeavours, and 


the effectual means of our ſupporting our chriſtian 
warfare. This porer of which Chriſt ſpeaks, is 
that which he, in other words, calls the holy ſpirit; 
and, therefore, the Father is mentioned as the giyer 


of that power, and the ſon as the perſon by whom 


it is given. This ſeems to be the true ſcriptural 
account of this paſſage, about which there have 
been ſo many angry diſputes, but concerning which 
you, and every one, muſt judge for himſelf. 

The other text you mention, (2 Cor. xiii. 14.) 
is no more than a ſolemn wiſh of St. Paul, that the 
favour of Chriſt, the love of God, and the com- 
munion of the holy ſpirit, or joint partaking in the 
divine aſſiſtance, might be and continue with the 
Corinthians. But I refer you to every thing relating 
to this text, fairly diſcuſſed in the ApPpRALs before 
mentioned. 

As to any doxology, or the aſcribing of glory to 
the perſon of the holy ſpirit, it is not even pretended, 
by learned men, that one inſtance of it can be pro- 


duced from ſcripture. The new Teſtament lies 


open before you, and you may ſee with your own 
eyes, whether the common church-doxology be 
there or not, —Glory be to the Father, and to the ſon, 
end to the boly ghoſt. The ſcripture-doxologies are 
to this effect: Glory to God through Feſus Chriſt. — 
Bleffing, &c. be unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, 


(viz. the one ſupgeme God) and unto the Lamb, 


{that is, God's holy and innocent creature, and 
great inſtrument employed by him, for the ſalvation 
of mankind,) far ever and ever. (Rom. xvi. 27, 


Rev. v. 13.) | 


Again, with reſpe& to the worſhip of Father, 
ſon, and holy ſpirit, as being one God, it is a noto- 
rious fact, not to be overthrown, by all the ſubtle 
inyentions of learned men through the whole chriſ- 


tian 
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tian world, that this form of worſhip is ſo far from 
being commanded, or authoriſed by the ſacred 
writer, that the worſhip there required is abſolutely 
inconſiſtent with it; the one ſupreme God, who is 
generally deſcribed by the character of Father, being 
conſtantly ſet forth, as the only object to whom all 
religious invocation ſhould be directed. Nothing 
is more eaſy than for you, or for any other com- 
mon chriſtian, to determine this plain queſtion, 
whether the worſhip of three perſons and one God, 
be in the new Teſtament, which you have in your 
hands, or whether it be not. 

ATHANASIAN. To ſpeak impartially, your ob- 
ſervations upon this article of religious worſhip ap- 
pear to me of conſiderable weight. If the matter of 
fact be as you have repreſented it, and you very 
fairly refer me to the ſcripture itſelt, for my com- 
plete ſatisfaction, I ſhall be obliged to give up the 
athanaſian worſhip, as what cannot be defended by 
the word of God. 

But as worſhip is paid to Chriſt in ſcripture, and 
glory is expreſsly aſcribed to him, is not this a very 
ſtrong and concluſive argument, that Chriſt is 
equally divine with, or one God with the Father? 

UNITARIAN. My good friend, as you begin to 
ſee ſome light and evidence, which you had not ob- 
ſerved before, I ſhall take a particular pleaſure in 


employing my beſt endeavours to give you com- 


plete ſatisfaction upon this important article of re- 
ligious worſhip. The argument uſually urged, by 
learned men, to prove Chriſt's ſupreme divinity, is 
clearly and ſolidly anſwered, by the plain ſcripture ' 
account of the honour and worſhip whichis to be paid 

to him, and which ſurely will be found to be very 
ſhort of divine worſhip. By ſcripture then we learn, 


. thatwemuſthoxour the ſon, becauſe the Father hath com- 


mitted all judgment unto him; (John v. 22, 23.) that 
we muſt cle ſs Chriſt to be Lord, to the glory of * 


„ 


the Father, i. e. acknowledge his high authority 
from God. (Philip li. 10, 11.) | 
And more particularly in the Revelation, ch. v. 
where, in a heavenly viſion exhibited before St. 
John, our ſaviour is emblematically deſcribed as a 
lamb, receiving honours and worſhip. Be pleaſed 
to obſerve, that the ground of "theſe honours and 
worſhip, was not, his being God, equal to the Fa- 
ther; was not, becauſe he was employed by God 
as an inferior inſtrument in the creation of the world; 
but becauſe he was ſlain, and had redeemed us to 
God by his blood; z. e. he was thought worthy to 
receive this tribute of bleſſing and praiſe, as a re- 
ward for his faithful attachment to the cauſe of 
God, and his willing ſufferings therein, for the 
benefit of mankind. Bur this worſhip paid to this 
lamb that was ſlain, (i. e. to a creature, and to a 
mortal creature, capable of dying,) cannot be di- 
vine worſhip ; the worſhip to be paid to God, can- 
not be conſtrued into an invocation of the holy 
Jeſus in prayer; eſpecially when there is no com- 
mand in the ſcriptures for it, given by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, or, by almighty God: but it muſt be, that 
worſhip, reverence, and reſpect which we pay to 
fellow- creatures, our ſuperiors in worth and excel- 
lence; worſhip proportionate to the highly virtu- 
ous and pious character of the bleſſed Jeſus, and 
his benevolence towards us, whenever we think or 
ſpeak of him; ut not to make him God Almighty, 
in praying to him. 8 ONS: 
 ATHANASIAN, My good friend, it does not 
become a ſincere chriſtian to withſtand the evidence 
you have, I think, fairly produced from the word 
of God. The objection I made is ſatisfactorily 
anſwered, more eſpecially that in the fifth chapter 
of the Revelation; and I really. wonder at mylſelf, 
and many others, who have not been ſo convinced 
LED UNITARIAN, 


* 


1371 

UniTarian. My dear chriſtian friend, we ought 
to make great allowances for each others infirmi- 
ties, miſtakes, and prejudices, naturally ariſing from 
various cauſes. Nothing is more common in 
human life, than even for thinking perſons to re- 
ceive information about things ſeemingly plain and 
obvious, and which may have eſcaped their notice. 
But the readineſs you ſhew to ſubmit to evidence, 
when fairly laid before you, upon religious ſub- 
Jets, proceeds from an excellent temper of mind, 
which naturally qualifies you to receive the truth, 
as it is in Jeſus. As you freely grant that the 
Athanaſian forms of worſhip muſt be given up, if 
the fact be, as I have ſtated it; I am willing to 
put the whole cauſe upon this ſhort and important 
iſſue. If, upon inquiry, you can point out, by 
any one plain inſtance or precept in ſcripture, that 
it is the duty of chriſtians to worſhip Chriſt and the 
holy ſpirit, as being each of them God; and three 


perſons as one God, in prayer, or praiſe: I ſhall then 


freely acknowledge myſelf to be in a religious error, 
and ſhall think myſelf obliged to return to the 
church-worſhip, which I have carefully avoided 
ſince the time of my conviction. On the other 
hand, if you cannot point out any ſuch worſhip, 
in ſcripture, you will judge yourſelfobliged, by your 
own confeſſion, to adhere to ſcripture-forms of wor- 
ſhip, notwithſtanding the authority of even wiſe and 
learned men; it being an expreſs duty required of 
Chriſt's diſciples, to obey God rather than man. 
Let it be obſerved, that this argument, drawn 
from the article of worſhip, and Which is adapted 
to all capacities, abſolutely demoliſhes the Athana- 
ſian doctrine, with reſpect to the . worſhip of the 
holy ſpirit; it being impoſſible to conceive that this 
holy ſpirit, Who is ſuppoſed by the Athanaſians 
to he ot equal dignity with God the Father, ſhould 
never have one prayer directed. to him, ſhould 
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have no glory aſcribed to him, in the writings of 
the apoſtles, from whom alone we can receive a 
faithful account of the chriſtian diſpenſation. 

Again, how is it poſſible to imagine that, it was 
the defign of the ſacred writers, to fix the belief of 
Father, ſon, and holy fpirit, as being three perſons 
and one God, in the mind of chriſtians, as they 
have left us no example of any ſort of worſhip, 
directed to three perſons and one God? If this had 
been a fundamental doctrine of the goſpel, we ſhould 
not only have had it plainly and frequently expreſſed, 
but likewiſe ſolemn prayers and praiſes would have 
been addreſſed to God, under the character of three 
co- equal perſons; otherwiſe, the apoſtles themſelves 
have left us in the dark with regard to an eſſential 
part of chriſtian worſhip. Can it enter into the 
heart of any ſerious chriſtian to believe in earneſt, 
that it is neceſſary to ſalvation to conceive of God, 
as a being conſiſting of three perſons, (as it is pro- 
fanely and abſurdly maintained in the Athanaſian 
creed, which ought to be baniſhed from the fervice 
of all chriſtian ſocieties) when the apoſtles themſelves 
have never made it the duty of chriſtians to offer 
up prayers and praiſes to God, under the Athanaſian 
character; but in all the examples of worſhip re- 
corded in ſcripture, almighty God is always addreſ- 
fed, as one ſupreme intelligent agent, one God, and 
Father of all? This eſſential failure in the Athana- 
fian cauſe has, I find, driven ſome of its learned 


defenders into this palpable abſurdity, that when 


we pray to God, under the character of Father, the 
word Father, denotes Father, ſon, and holy ſpirit , 
which demonſtrates the falſehood of the cauſe they 
are labouring to ſupport; it being extremely clear 
from hence, that they cannot produce one inſtance 
of worſhip to three perſons and one God. Other- 
wiſe, men of ſenſe and learning would not have 
recourſe to ſuch an expedient, as hath no other ten- 
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dency, but to turn the ſcripture into ridicule, and 


expoſe it to the ſcoffs of profane and ſceptical men. | 
ArHANASTLAN. I freely allow the grand import- 


ance of this plain matter of fact, drawn from the 
article of religious worſhip. But I would juſt take 
notice of a text, that ſeems to imply rhe doctrine 
of a trinity in unity, though no inſtance of worſhip 
paid to ſuch a being appears in ſcripture. There 
are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 


word, and the ſpirit ; and theſe three are one. (1 John 


C0 £4 
UniTarRIian. Ever fince I became acquainted 
with this ſubject, it has been matter of ſerious la- 


mentation to me, that common chriſtians have 


been ſo much impoſed upon by the ſound of this 


famous text, which, if written by St. John, is no- 
thing to the purpoſe, the ſenſe of it being evidently 
this; that theſe three are one, as agreeing in the 
ſame teſtimony. But it is a matter of fact, well 
known to the learned, that it is a ſpurious, inter- 
polated text, and has been given up, as ſuch, by 
ſome Athanaſian writers; and conſequently, this 
text ought not to be read in churches, as the word 
of God. You may fee every thing relating to it 
faithfully repreſented, in Sir Iſaac Newton's Letter 
to Mr. Le Clerc, in the Defence of the Appeal to 


Common Senſe, printed in octavo, 1760, p. 4313 


and in Mr. Lindiey*s Apology, p. 98. 
ATHANASIAN. Without entering into the merits 
of this-queſtion, for which I am not qualified ; it 
ſome learned profeſſors of the trinity in unity have 
given up this text, as not written by St, John“, it 
„ muſt 


*Athanaſius himſelf never referred to this text. (Trin. Con- 
tro verſy reviewed, p. 447.) Eraſmus inſiſted that it was in no an- 
cient manuſcripts, and had never been cited by thoſe fathers, who 
had diſputed the moſt againſt the Arians, as Athanaſius, Cyril, and 
Hilary, (Jortin's Life of Eraſmus, v. 1. p. 345.) Luther and 
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muſt be allowed that no ſtreſs ſhould be laid upon ſo 
controverted a paſſage. But, after all the conceſſions 
I have made, regarding the article of worſhip, are 


there 


Bullinger, omitted it in their german tranſlations of the Bible. 
(Lindſey's Apology, p 99.) Even © in the brit engliſh Bibles 
« after the reformation, in the time of Henry viii. and Edward vi, 
« jt was printed in a different character, to ſignify its being 
« wanting in the original, which diſtindtion came afterwards 
to be negletted.” (Clarke's Script. Doct. zd edit. p. 232.) 
Dr. Wall ſays, This verſe is in no greek manuſcript, nor was 
« in the Bibles of the ancient chriſtians; nor ever made uſe of b 

* them, in their diſputes with the Arians. Mill has fo defended 
« it, that he who thought it genuine before, will now conclude ir 
« to be interpolated by ſome latin ſcribe firſt“ (Trin. controverſy 
reviewed, p. 448.) Dr. Bentley in his famous lecture at Cam- 


bridge, when he ſtood candidate for the chair of regius profeilor 


of divinity, intirely gave up this text, and publicly proved it to 
be ſpurious. (Hiſt. Memoirs of Dr. Clarke, p. 101) Dr. Water- 
land, on being aſked whether Dr. Bentley's arguments did not 
convince him, replied, —** No, for he was convinced before.“ 
Nor does the doctor, I think, ever quote that text as genuine in 
any of his writings. Which, ſays Whiſton, in ſo zealous and 
warm a trinitarian deſerves to be taken notice of as a fingular in- 
ſtance of honeſty and impartiality, (ibid, and Sykes's Connexion, 
p. 271.) Dr. Sykes Owens that he vehemently ſuſpects it.“ (Ex- 
ternal peace of the church, p. 18.) and elſewhere, that “ this 
text is proved ſpurious, if it be poſſible for any paſſage to be 
proved ſo.“ (Modeſt plea, p. 15.) Dr. Jortin calls it“ A ſpurious 
text which is ſtill maintained in bold defiance to the fulleſt and 
cleareſt. evidence againſt it,” (Remarks on E. H. V. iii. p. 100) 
Dr. Randolph ** has not quoted it in his vindication of the docs 
trine of the trinity in anſwer to the eſiay on ſpirit, though he has col. 
lected the moſt conſiderable texts that are uſually alledged to prove 
the Athapaſian dotirin&” (Trin. Controverſy reriewed, p. 448.) 
Notwithſtanding theſe, and a great number of other teſtimonies, 
Mr. Travis has addreſſed ſeveral letters to Mr. Gibbon, in defence of 
the authenticity of this text, ſo lately as 1784.— Be has however 
been very properly and ably reproved in ſome remarks publiſhed in 
„ Commentaries and Eſſays,“ v. 1. p. 511—5 39. From whence 
we may finally conclude, in the words of Dr. Jortin, that * Ax 
„ preſent, this paſſage and all that relates to it, hath been ſo 
% fully diſcuſſed, that none, except ſtubborn and perverſe people, 
pretend to deny that the b-awerly suit neſſes are an interpolation,” 
(Life of Eraſmus, v. ii. P. 193. 8 . 


1 
there not, in ſcripture, ſeveral high ticles and attri- 
butes aicribed to the fon and holy ſpirit, which 
ſurely have a tendency to induce chriſtians to think 
them equally divine with the Father ? 

Unitarian. I am perſuaded, that if a perſon 
who had never heard of the Athanaſian doctrine 
and worſhip, was to read the new Teſtament“, he 
would be ſurpriſed to find that ſuch a doctrine 
and worſhip ever prevailed in the chriſtian world. 


But, to give a direct anſwer to your objection, drawn 
from the high titles and attributes aſcribed to the ſon 


and holy ſpirit. Ir is no wonder that great things 


are ſpoken in ſcripture of Chriſt, and the holy ſpirit, 


who are employed by God, in very high offices, 
for the grand work of man's ſalvation. But, the 
ſacred writers have taken all imaginable care to ſe- 


cure the ſupremacy of the one God and Father of 


all, when they ſpeak in the higheſt ſtrain of the one 
mediator, 


When Job Ben Solomon, the African prince, (who was maſter 
of the Arabic, and had acquired a competent knowledge of the 
Engliſh language) was in England, about fifty years ago, and was 
aſked, after reading the new Teltament, if he found three Gods 


there: he replied, ** No, xo! oNE GREAT GOD, ONE GREAT GOOD 
Gop.” 


. 


It is alſo obſerved, by one who lived ſeveral years fami- | 


larly with the Indians of North America, The great article that 
they ſtick moſt at, is this, they exclaim againſt the ſuppoſition, 
that the divine word was {hat up for nine months in the womb of a 
woman: and ſay, that it is a thing unheard of, that for the expia- 
tion of Adam's fin, God ſhould put God to death to fatisfy him- 
ſelf: or that the peace of che world ſhould be brought about b 

the incarnation of God, and his ſhameful death.—They affirm 
that reaſon ought not to be controftd by any law, or put under a 
neceflity of approving what it does not comprehend ; and, in fine, 
that what ave call an article of faith, is an intoxicating potion to 
make reaſon reel and ſtagger out of its way; for as much as the 
pretended faith may ſupport lies, as well as truth, if we under- 
tand by it a readineſs to believe, withont diving to the bottom of 
things.“ La Honton's New Voyage to North America, v. ii, 
cited in Cardale's True Doctrine of the N. T. 2d, edit p. 360, 
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mediator, the man Chriſt Jeſus, and the holy ſpirit 
the comforter. With reſpect to the title of God, 
in ſome few paſſages, aſcribed to our bleſſed ſaviour, 
it is extremely plain, from the old and new Teſta- 
ment, that title is ſometimes uſed in the inferior 
ſenſe; Moſes, magiſtrates and angels being ſtiled 
gods, conſiſtently with the acknowledgment of the 
ſupreme God; and Chriſt himſelf, in his anſwer to 
the Jews, when they charged him with blaſphemy, 
expreſsly contends for the uſe of the word God in an 
interior ſenſe. (John x. 34—36.) But, it is ſuf- 
ficient for my preſent purpole, to obſerve in general, 
that when this, and other high titles and atrributes 
aſcribed to Chriſt, (for the holy ſpirit is never ex- 
preſsly ſtiled God, or Lord,) are collected together, 
and preſented to the reader with all poſſible advan- 
tage, which is frequently done by Athanaſian writers; 

our Lord himſelf, and his apoſtles, have aſſured us, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, that he, (viz. Chriſt) 
RECEIVED his being, high titles, and attributes from 
God the Father; chat God advanced him to high 
dignity and honour, upon account of his perfect 
n and obedience unto death; (ſee Phi- 


lip. ii. 8, 9, &c.) and that the whole redounds to 
the glory of God, the Father. 


T his plain and ſolemn account effectually over- 


throws the argument uſually drawn from the moſt 
pompous recital of our ſaviour's high titles and at- 
tributes: it being abſolutely impoſlible that-the ſu- 
preme God ſhduld have any thing given him by any 
being whatſoever, For, according to the unanfwera- 
ble declaration of St. Paul, who bath firſt Given to 
bim (viz. God,) and it ſball be recompenced to him? 
For of him, and through him, and to him are all things; 
to whom be glory for ever. (Rom. ii. 35, 36.) From 
whence it follows, with demonſtrative evidence, that 
Chriſt, who was given by God, who received his all 
from Ged, is a perſon, in his moſt exalted ſtate, in- 
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ferior to the one ſupreme God and Father of all. 
And the argument holds {till ſtronger with regard to 
the holy ſpirit; which was beſtowed and ſent from 
heaven, according to Chriſt's promiſe, and the com- 
miſſion he had received from his God and Father, 
to furniſh the apoſtles with extraordinary gifts, 
and to render them qualified for their important 
work, 

Add to this, that there are, in the new Teſtament, 
about two hundred and Forty paſſages, wherein Chriſt 
is declared to be interior to almighty God. The 
expreſſions relating to this point are plain and clear, 
incapable of any other ſenſe, without violence and 
diſtortion. On the other hand, there is but the 
ſound of cue text, which ſeems to ſet forth Chriſt's 
equality with the F. ather, and the found is intirei 
owing to a falſe tranſlation; (viz. Phihp. n. 6.) 
Who being in the jorm of God, thought it not 3 
to be equel with God; the words ſhould be rendered 
tius, who being in the form of God, (i. e. endowed 
with divine powers) was not eagerly deſirous to be 
like unto God; (i. c. to diſplay thoſe powers.) Be 
pleaſed to read the eleventh verie, and then deter- 
mine, by the principles of common ſenſe, whether 
a perſon equal to the ſupreme God, can be raited 
to higher dignity than he was before? 

Again, what demonſtrates the falſchood of the 
Athanaſian doctrine, beyond a poſſibility of doubt is, 
that there are about forty paſſages, wherein the three 
perſons of the trinity are mentioned together, who 
are ſomerimes ſtiled the Father, ſon, and boly ſpirit; 
or, the Father, the ſon, and the ſpirit ;—the living God, 
Chriſt, the ſpirit; God, the ſon of God, the holy Foirit x ; 
d, the Lord, the ſpirit. But not one paſſage 
appears, where the Father, the ſon, and the holy 
ſpirit, are ſaid to be the one God, as determined in 
the Athanaſian creed. On the other hand, the Fa- 
ther is called God, ihe living God, and ſometimes the 


one 
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one God, expreſsly diſtinguiſhed from the ſon and 
holy ſpirit. You muſt, in this place, either give 
up the plain declarations of ſcripture, or the Atha- 
naſian doctrine, they being, when fairly compared 
together, abſolutely inconſiſtent with each other. 

I will conclude with a plain ſcripture fact, re- 
lating to the character of the ſupreme God. There 
are in the new Teſtament four hundred and forty one 
paſſages, wherein God, the Father, 1s ſtiled he one, 


or only God, or God abſolutely, by way of eminence. 


and ſupremacy; or God with ſome peculiar high 
titles, epithets, or attributes. Upon the whole, 
the ſacred writers have taken all imaginable care to 
maintain the ſupremacy of the one God, and Father 
of all, who is above all, and through all, and in us all; 
it proceeding intirely from his boundleſs love and 
mercy, that his ſon was given for our redemption, 
and his ſpirit for our ſanctification. | 
ATHANASIAN., I heartily thank you, my good 
friend, for the pains you have taken to ſet me 
right on this important point. I cannot help ac- 
knowledging that you proceed in a rational way, 
and that your arguments ſeem juſtly drawn from 
ſcripture, interpreted by reaſon. If there be ſuch 
a number of texts in the new Teſtament, clearl 
ſetting forth the ſenſe you have contended for, under 
the three lait heads of your diſcourſe, the Athana- 
ſian cauſe is certainly demoliſhed. Surely it muſt 
have coſt you a vaſt deal of time and labour to col- 
lect ſuch a numher of texts, and range them in pro- 
per order. I am determined to give the new Teſ- 
tament a ſerious review, and to take particular no- 
tice of all thoſe paſſages, that refer to God the Fa- 
ther, the ſon, and the holy ſpirit. And if upon 
ſuch impartial examination, as I ſhall be able to 
make, I find your facts truly repreſented, and your 
reaſoning concluſive, I ſhall think it my duty to 
profeſs my conviction, though it. ſhould contradi& 
RY de 
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the practice, and ſentiments of wiſe and learned men, 
whoſe authority, I own, has hitherto had roo much 
influence on my mind. 

UNITARIAN. My dear chriſtian friend, your 
reſolution is wile and good. Nothing is of greater 
conſequence, in the grand buſineſs of religion, than 
that every perſon, to whom God has given com- 
mon ſenſe and reaſon, ſhould judge and determine 
for himſelf, in all points, wherein his duty 1s con- 
cerned. I have the particular ſatisfaction to reflect, 
that the more carefully you examine the ſubject of 
our debate, the ſtronger conviction you will receive 
of the truth of the ſcripture facts, I have faithfully 
ſet forth. And, as to the reaſoning part, it is cer- 
tainly founded on the principles of common ſenſe, 
which is the beſt method of interpreting ſcripture; 
or for what end was our reaſon given to us? or, 
how can it be better employed, than in exploring 
the revelation of God ? | 

With reſpect to the authority of wiſe and learned 
men, and the argument drawn from the eſtabliſhed 
liturgy; I find, upon inquiry, that many wiſe, 
learned, and good men; and ſome, whoſe judgment, 
upon any queſtion, is of more value than that of 
thouſands, have embraced the unitarian doctrine: 
and, what deſerves particular notice, ſome of them, 
who had been educated in the uſual Athanaſian 
ſcheme, afterwards profeſſed the right opinion of 
God, and his holy worſhip, in oppoſition to their 
worldly intereſt ; and even, ſince the reformation; 
ſuffered impriſonment, banifſhment, and death. 
The memory of our firſt reformers, ought, with= 
out doubt, to be held in very high efteem, upon 


account of what they did and ſuffered; in the glo- 


rious work of freeing religion from the foul: cor- 
Tuptions of popery: but certain it is, that they 
did not ſufficiently examine the groſs opinion of 


three — in one God. They too n took for 
D granted, 


( 26 J 


granted, what had been ſettled and determined by 
the fathers and councils of the fourth and fifth cen- 
turies, after the time of Chriſt; when, perſons, 
acquainted with church-hiſtory, aſſure us, the unity 
of God, in the plain and literal ſenſe, was firſt cor- 
rupted; and that a ſuperſtitious veneration of re- 
licks, and the invocation of ſaints, immediately fol- 
lowed the corruption. 

To ſpeak my mind freely, it is certainly matter 
of ſerious lamentation, that ſuch a groſs corruption 
in the pure religion of the hely Jefus, and which 
laid the foundation of the grand apoſtacy, has not 
been long ago baniſhed from the church of England 
which, in the moſt ſolemn manner, profeſſeth the 
ſcripture as the only rule of faith and practice; 
and, that nothing ſhould be impoſed on the con- 
ſciences of men, but what 1s warranted by the word 
of God. It is well known, that this very ſubje& 
was recommended to the conſideration of the moſt 
eminent perſons in church and ſtate, about eighty 
years ago, by two very learned and very eminent di- 
vines, viz, Mr. Whiſton in his Primitive Chriſtianity 
revived, and Dr. Clarke, in his Scripture Doctrine of 
the Trinity. The latter I procured, and was there 
completely furniſhed with all the texts relating to the 
doctrine of the trinity, reduced under proper heads: and 
how any chriſtian can withſtand the evidence ariſing 
from ſuch a number of texts, (viz. twelve hundred 
and fifty-one,) is to me aſtoniſhing. Again, there 
was a particular application made to the governing 
powers in the juſtly famous Free and candid Diſqui- 
ſitions, about forty years ago, in an humble, calm, 
and chriſtian manner, in order to get the liturgy 
reformed, according to the ſtandard of the ſcrip- 
ture: but nothing has yet been attempted in that 


glorious cauſe. And, in the year 1772, application 


was made to parliament for relief from ſubſcription 
to human articles of religious faith and doctrin: 


{tnce 
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2 
Gnce which, ſeveral of the clergy of the eſtabliſhed 


church have reſigned their preferments and miniſtry 
therein, rather than continut to officiate, in the 
public ſervice, againſt their conſciences ; while 
many, many more, remain behind, groaning and 
oppreſſed by their conformity, being yet unable 
wholly to withdraw themſelves, Notwithſtanding 
which, the ſame corrupt forms are ſtill kept up in 
the midſt of light and knowledge; and, — 
common chriſtians are, with the higheſt reaſon, 
called upon to examine, judge, determine, profeſs, 
and proteſt ;—to diſregard all public authority, 
when it ſtands in competition with the expreſs de- 
clarations of Chriſt and his apoſtles. 

We are daily praying to our heavenly Father that 
his name may be hallowed, that is, that he may be 
worſhipped and adored, as the ſupreme and only ob- 
ject of the higheſt reverence and love, of all rational 
creatures; and yet, at the ſame time, we obſtinately 


continue in ſuch falſe worſhip as eclipſes his ſupreme 


honour and glory, in expreſs contradiction to his holy 
word. We are conſtantly interceding with almighty 
God, for the good eſtate of the catholic church, or, 
that the church of Chriſt may be univerſal ; that it 
may be ſo guided and governed by his good ſpirit; 


that all who profeſs and call themſelves chriſtians, 


may be led into the way of truth; and, at the ſame 
time, we ſeem determined to hold faſt important 
errors, regarding God and his holy worſhip. notwiths. 
ſtanding the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt light. Upon ſome 
occaſions, more eſpecially in one of the collects for 
Good-Friday, we earneſtly pray for the converſion 
of jews, turks, and infidels, and at the-end of the 
very fame collect, we inconſiſtently keep up a reli- 


gious practice, that | is one of the greateſt obſtacles 


to their converſion, For it is extremely evident, by 
all accounts, that neither jews, nor mahomerans, 
who are believers of one ſupreme God, can be 
converted whilſt they are taught to think, that the 
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doctrine of three perſons in one God, and the wor- 
ſhip practiſed in conſequence of it, are eſſential parts 
of the chriſtian religion. This can be deemed little 
elſe than a ſolemn mockery of the almighty, unleſs 
we emplov our ſincere endeavours to effect what- 
ever we pray for; and, I am afraid, will produce 
miſchievous conſequences to this church and na- 
tion, if no alterations can be obtained from the go- 
verning powers. 

Since my conviction, I have been naturally led 


to reflect on the lamentable ſtate of mankind, in 


almoſt all ages and countries, with reſpect to the 
owledge of the one true God. Not a great many 

years after the flood, whereby the immediate power 

of the almighty creator was ſo remarkably diſplayed, 


there was a general revolt of the nations of the earth 


into a ſtate of groſs idolatry : upon which account, 
the divine providence choſe a particular people, for 


the glorious purpoſe of Keeping up the knowledge 


and worſhip of the one true God as this grand prin- 
ciple of all religion, though eſtabliſhed by demon- 
ſtrative evidence in the works of creation, would 
have been certainly loſt, without an extraordinary 
Webby And even this choſen people, the hiſ- 
ory of the old Teſtament faithfully informs us, 
Frequently fell into 1dolatry, before the Babyloniſh 
captivity, and very ſeidom continued any conſider- 
able time in a ſteady obedience to the Lord their 
God, And, happy had it been for the chriſtian 
world, if they themſelves had never departed from 
the plain and fundamental article of all true reli- 
gion, viz. the unity of God, ſo frequently inculcated 
in fcripture. Moſes, the jewiſh law-giver, delivers 
this in the moſt ſolemn manner, Hear, O Ifradl ! 
the Lord our God, is one Lord. (Deut. vi. 4.) And 
our ſaviour, when he was aſked by one of the ſcribes 
which is the firſt commandment of all? confirms the 
ſame doctrine by his expreſs authority. And Jeſus 
anſewered him, the firſt of all the commandments is, 


Hear, 


— 3 
n 


N * * . 
- 0 . N : 


to 


1 ö 9 


r 


* DD ——— - 
S bla: ft 


— A AO 20> " 
4 o "a i bs». ECP WE.» — 4 — * 
* 9 * 3 - x « ＋ — n — V2 . » 
. * 8 - * 8 e EL AMS 2 if 
- , r * ? r, jw - 17" 
: "—_ > «ok ag ti fl e —_ CLE * "35 2 A 
2 r 3 
« = So g y Wo" 


ih. 
Hear, O Iſrael! the Lord our God is one Lord. 
(Mark xii. 28 and 29.) And that this one God, 1s the 


Father only, expreſsly diſtinguiſhed from the ſon and, 
holy ſpirit, is as plainly and ſtrongly declared by 


Chriſt and his diſciples, as it is poſſible for words 


to ſet it forth. Yet, in oppoſition to the autho- 
rity of both, who derived their commiſſion from 
God, it was determined by fallible and preſumptu- 
ous mortals, between four and five hundred years 
after Chriſt, that there are three ſupreme Gods, 
and, at the ſame time, that theſe three ſu- 
preme Gods, are one God: and whoever will not 
believe this groſs nonſenſe, and impious contradic- 
tion, is doomed to eternal torments. In conſe= 


quence of this abſurd doctrine, it was decreed, that 


it is the duty of chriſtians to worſhip God, under the 
character of three co-equal perſons, without even 
the leaſt colour of evidence taken from ſcripture, 
If this be not ſuch a departure from God and his 
holy worſhip, as calls aloud for a reformation, I muſt 
deſpair of underſtanding the plaineſt caſe in mat- 
ters of religion. But, whether the governing powers 
will regard their duty in this grand affair, or whether 
they will not, every particular perſon, who has 
gained right notions of God and his holy worſhip, 
is indiſpenſibly obliged to profeſs and practiſe in 
exact conformity to the ſolemn determination of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, without regarding any 
worldly inconveniencies that may ariſe from the 
rejection of falſe notions and unſcriptural worſhip “. 
This is an eſſential character of Chriſt's diſciples, 
and required, as an expreſs condition, by our Lord 

Ft himſelf, 


* For forms of public prayer for the uſe of unitarian chriſtians, 
conſult “ The Book of Common Prayer, reformed,” uſed in the uni- 
tarian chapel in Eſſex- ſtreet, London; and Dr. Prieſtley's very 
late, and very excellent“ Forms of Prayer and other Offices, for 
the uſe of unitarian ſocieties;" both printed for J. Johnſon, No. 72, 
St. Paul's Churcb- yard. | 
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himſelf. Mpoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me, and my 
words, of him fhall the ſon of man be aſhamed, when 


he ſhall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and 


of the holy angels. Luke 1x. 26.) 

But, let it be always remembered, and deeply 
fixed in our hearts, that right notions of God, and 
his holy worſhip, were not intended to amuſe our 
minds with empty ſpeculations ; but, to eſtabliſh a 
rational correſpondence between God, and our own 
minds, that we may be effectually influenced to re- 
duce to practice, the pure and holy laws of Jeſus 
Chriſt. It we have gained better, and more rational 
ſentiments of religion than we had before, we are 
called upon, by {till ſtronger obligations, to let our 


light ſo ſhine before men, that they may glorify our 


Father, who is in heaven. Do we fee, by a lively 
faith, the one ſupreme God, in his real character, as 
a Being of all poſſible perfection, more eſpecially 
juſtice, mercy, love, goodneſs, and every valuable 
excellence that can attract a reaſonable affection? 
We are then certainly required to love this glorious 
and amiable Being, with all our heart, with all our 
mind, and with all our ſtrength; to prefer his fa- 
vour, before every intereſt of this mortal ſtate, as 
being really better than life itſelf ; to raiſe our minds 
above every corrupt appetite, and paſſion ; and, to 
take all poſſible pains to adorn our lives and actions, 
with the excellent qualifications of piety, righte- 
ouſneſs, charity, ſobriety, patience, purity and 
holineſs, which Ghriſt and his apoſtles have ſolemnly 
inculcated, as the neceſſary terms and conditions of 
gaining eternal life. On the other hand; very 
ſevere threatenings, namely, excluſion from the 
kingdom of heaven, and a ſtate of great and laſting 
miſery, are denounced againſt all wilful ſinners, 
who continue ſuch withour ſincere amendment and 
reformation, demonſtrated by an uniform courſe of 
univerſal righteouſneſs, to the end of their lives. 
 ATHANASIAN. 
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 ATHANASIAN. My good friend, though you are 
very zealous in this important cauſe, yet your zeal 
is conducted by reaſon and knowledge. Party-zealots, 
in the midſt of their ſolicitous concern to ſettle 
opinions and religious practices, are too apt to 
forget, or diſregard the chriſtian obligations to uni- 
verſal charity and holineſs of life. I am really con- 
vinced, that what you have ſaid, highly deſerves 
the ſerious conſideration of all thoſe who- profeſs 
themſelves diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, and, in earneſt, 
believe the divine authority of the holy ſcripture. I 


hope to make a proper uſe of this religious con- 


ference, and to act ſuch a part, in conſequence of 


it, as will be accepted at that folemn time, when 


God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

UNITARIAN. TI ſincerely rejoice, my dear chriſ- 
tian friend, that you are become a Berean, an in- 
quirer for yourſelf, and reſolved to ſearch the 
{ſcripture with an unprejudiced mind; which excel- 
lent temper will, I make no doubt, lead you to a 
rational ſatisfaction upon this, and other religious 
ſubjects. And may the bleſſing of the one ſupreme 
God, and Father of all, attend your ſincere diſ- 
quiſitions. 
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FRIENDLY DIALOGUE, 
BETWEEN | 


EUGENIUS avv THEOPHILUS. 


Evcenivs, It is now, my dear friend, ſome few 


years ſince we held that conference which was oc- 
caſioned by your diſreſpectful behaviour, as I then 


conceived of it, during ſome parts of the public 
ſervice of the eſtabliſned church. The good temper 
which we preſerved in that converſation, and the 
earneſt deſire after truth, which equally prevailed in 
both of us, have been the occaſion, ſince that time, 
of many pleaſing reflections. And as I ſhall, I 
truſt, never ceaſe to intereſt myſelf in the happineſs 
of my fellow- creatures; I will never ceaſe to pray . 
to almighty God, that the ſame love of truth, and 
the ſame candid and charitable temper may univer- 
ſally prevail among all the different denominations 
of chriſtians; being fully perſuaded that until we 
can agree to entertain different opinions upon reli- 
gious ſubjects, with perfect harmony and love, we 
ſhall never diſcover the truth, or be capable of re- 
ceiving it. 105 
Tukobhlirus. Theſe ſentiments, with which our 
converſation is now renewed, and which have pre- 
ſerved the recollection of our former conference with 
ſo much pleaſure in your memory, are no leſs the 
ſentiments of my heart, than they are of yours. 
My affection for you, as my friend, never ſuffered 
the leaſt diminution on account of the differences 
of opinion which, at any time, ſubſiſted between 

TY us. 


1 
us. The gwogreſs of our judgment is gradual; and 


the meaſure of our conviction cannot be fore known 
by us. Serioug inquiry into ſerious ſubjects, is our 
duty; but the reſult of ſuch inquiries is not within 
our command. | | | 
Eveenivs. The controverſy in which we were 
before engaged, began in the different opinions we 
entertained of the perſon of Chriſt. The ſyſtem 
which I ſupported was very properly diſcriminated 
by the name of Athanaſian, by which appellation I 
was then diſtinguiſhed. Our debate, as you well 
know, concluded, on my part, with ſome very 
ample conceſſions reſpecting the obligation and 
neceſſity of religious inquiry, and with my hearty 
and voluntary promiſe to read, think, and determine 
for myſelf. Thus far, your arguments had all the 
effect you deſired ; for till that time, from early 
prejudice, from a blind deference to the judgment 
of many good and learned men, from a falſe rever- 
ence for the doctrines eſtabliſhed by the laws of my 
country, and from an unmanly fear of exerciſing my 
reaſon in the ſcriptures of revelation, I had com- 
mitted my religious faith, not only to the keeping, 
but to the diſpoſal of others; 1 was wont to reſolve 
every doubt by human authority, and was moſt re- 
luctant to ſuffer either others or myſelf to traverſe 
thoſe regions of liberty, which are diſcovered in the 
goſpel, and preſented to our view and contempla- 
tion; wherein reaſon is the guide, and private judg- 
ment, uncontroled, the fole arbiter of opinion. 
— _ TxeopniLvs, Your ready conviction and generous 
avowal of it, do equal honour to your head and 
heart; and beſpeak you to be all that I wiſhed to 
ſee you. Names are indifferent, except for the 
purpoſe of diſtinguiſhing the parties to whom they 
are given. That of Unitarian, however, continues 
to belong to me with the ſame propriety as hereto- 
fore; but in accommodation to the preſent turn of 
| | our 
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our diſcourſe, in-conſequence of the change in your 
mind, I have aſſumed the name of Theophilus, 
wiſhing to be approved no leſs the fried of God, 
than a believer in his unity, and a worſhipper of him, 
in ſpirit and in truth, © * *# 1 

Believe me, my friend, I am moſt ſolicitous that 
mankind ſhould inquire into the ſcriptures, and judge 
for themſelves, for in the maintenance and exerciſe 
of this liberty alone will they ever be able to arrive 
at the truth. Particular doctrines are of inferior 
conſequence, but theſe will come nearer the truth, 
in proportion as men inquire and judge for them- 
ſelves, and profeſs their reſpective opinions with 
more charity for thoſe who differ from them. All 
reſtraint upon that liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath 
made us free, precludes the admiſſion of that light 


and information which he came to reveal: free in- 


uiry opens the only acceſſable road to the true and 
aving knowledge of our Bibles. e e 
Evuoxrus. This doctrine, I am now ready to 
admit in its full extent. I was convinced by you, 
at our laſt interview, and have fince availed myſelf 


of that examination of the fcriptures which ſuch 


conviction preſumes, and ought to oblige us to 
purſue. Before that time, though I always read my 
Bible with the higheſt reverence tor its authority, and 
with that ſeriouſneſs which its importance deſerves, 
1 will frankly confeſs that I read it under that cloud 
of prejudice, that gloomy diſtruſt of my own un- 
deritanding, and that abject ſubmiſſion to the opi- 
nions of others, that I derived leſs information from 
its ſacred pages, than from many other books, al- 
though they were intended to make us wiſe unto 
ſalvation, and were written for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs. 2 
Tnzorulilus. As the doctrine of implicit faith 


in the judgment of other men, or in the deciſions of 
councils and ſynods, 10 the diſgrace of the papal, ſo 
| 4 a eh 
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it remains the till greater reproach of the proteſtant 


Church. It is, at once, the hot-bed and the nurſery 


of error. Religion is a perſonal concern; and I 
cannot ſufficiently, applaud your diſcernment and 


ſpirit, ſince you aſſume. the denomination of a Pro- 
teſtant, in making and maintaining that conſiſtent 
proteſt againſt all authority of man in the great 
affairs of religion, which can alone juſtify the re- 
formation; and that in conſequence thereof, you are 
finally reſolved to be directed by your own improved 
underſtanding and judgment. 


Evcenivs. I am not leſs ſenſible of the ſatis- 


faction which I derive from the exerciſe of the liberty 


J have aſſumed, than I am convinced of the right 
that appertains to every reaſonable creature of God. 

TREOHILUus. The right which you have claimed, 
and which you have juſtly repreſented as too valua- 
ble to be ſuffered to lie dormant; or, rather which 
you cannot permit to be veſted in an empty aſſump- 
tion of your freedom to examine for yourſelf, with- 
out great criminality ; has eine carried you 
ſomewhat nearer to the verge o what churchmen may 


ſtile © heretical pravity, than when we laſt parted. 


Evucenivs. I know not how to give a deciſive 
anſwer to your queſtion, and I wiſh not to make 
you an equivocal one. Thus far I have certainly 
advanced: I have improved and extended my cha- 


ritable ſentiments of others, and have ſeen occaſion 
to doubt of many things, which I had conſidered as 


true, upon the venerable authority of the church. 


_ TazopniLvus. The change of our ſeritiments 
upon particular points, naturally leads us. to the ex- 
tenſion of our charity; for when we find that the 
revolutions in our own minds require indulgence and 


forbearance,! we are more readily diſpoſed © to allow 
to others that liberty which we find ſo eſſential to 
our own happineſs. In the progreſſion from error 


to truth, there are mT gradations ; and the ad- 


vance- 


" 
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33.00, 
vancement being infinite, who ſhall ſay to the other, 
thus far ſhalt thou proceed, and no farther. hy 
__ Evornivs. I apprehend that you are now diſ- 
poſed to read my confeſſion, as evidence of a greater 
progreſs than I have made. Excuſe me; the very 
phraſe, “ confeſſion,” is objectionable, and offenſive z 
and has no buſineſs in the church of Chriſt, except 
as you will here underſtand me to ule it, in this our 
friendly converſation. 105 | 

Tnxtoenitus. You have, it ſeems, made ſuch 
proficiency in the ſpirit of proteſtantiſm, as to find 
out that words, innocent in themſelves, have been 
made the engines of much miſchief in the chriſtian 
world. But all pleaſantry apart. I may, I think, 
now inquire whether you have not been ſeriouſly 
offended, in the courſe of the free exerciſe of your 
own judgment in the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, at the 
dogmarical air with which moſt chriſtian churches 
have decided upon matters of faith and doctrine: 
and whether, among theſe, it has never occurred 
to you that the church of England has partaken 
much of the ſame ſpirit, and ſhared largely in the 
ſame practice; and thereby contributed, notwith- 
ſtanding her proteſtant profeſſions, to ſcandalize the 

purity of the goſpel faith. | 
Evctnius. The conduct of the church of Eng- 
land, I do conceive to be reprehenſible in ſeveral 
reſpects. Some of the doctrines ſhe maintains, I 
conſider as unſcriptural ; and the impoſition of them 
upon the conſciences of her miniſters, I think incon- 
ſiſtent with the principles of the proteſtant reforma- 
tion. But ſhe is countenanced, in both theſe reſpects, 
by the conduct of all the other reformed churches. 
Her doctrines, were the doctrines of the' reformers, 
in whom we make much boaſt; and as to the im- 
poſition of certain articles of faith, they are chiefly 
_ confined to miniſters, and graduates of the two uni- 
verſties, and affect not the people at large. And 
8 in 
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in the expunging of particular doctrines out of her 
formulas, there might be ſo little agreement amon 


thoſe who are diſſatisfied with them, that I feel ſome 


reluctance to hazard the experiment of another re- 
formation. 7 | 
 THEOPHILUS. | 
genuouſneſs in your obſervations ; and your own 
natural forbearing temper correſponds with them. 
Without intending any depreciation of theſe excel- 
lent qualities, I cannot but think, that they may be 
carried into a criminal lethargy or timidity, They 
are qualities, which, if indulged with eaſe and ſu- 
pineneſs, may become hurtful ; but, if brought for- 
ward into action, will greatly contribute to the hap- 
pineſs of mankind, and will appear particularly 
amiable, and eminently uſeful in theological con- 
troverſy. . 
You will, therefore, excuſe me, if, with the ſame 
temper of mind, I ſhould vindicate the demands 
which truth makes upon every inquiſitive mind ; and 
inſiſt that there lies an obligation upon every man to 
take her by the hand, and to accompany her where- 
ſoever ſhe ſhall lead him. In this ſentiment, I ap- 
E that the preſent peace of mind and future 
appineſs of my fellow chriſtians are moſt eſſentially 
ſerved; and that without a cool and diſpaſſionate, 
but inflexible, adherance to truth and integrity in 
all the public, (religious, civil, and ſocial) inter- 
courſes of human life, men become highly blamable 
before God, and fail to ſerve their generation, and 
that of their childłen after them, in their beſt and 
moſt valuable intereſts. 3 
Eucenivs. My affection for truth would, I truſt, 
ſupport me under any perſecution in her ſervice. 


But, as we may diſagree in the eſtimate we may 


form, and the neceſſity we may ſee 6f purſuing her, 
in certain caſes ; let us proceed to diſcuſs a queſtion 


which 


There is much candour and in- 


1 
which cannot but be intereſting, and may be uſeſul to 
us both. | | 

THrxtoprrLvs. I will moſt readily accept your 
challenge; and examine the obligation of truth, as 
applied to religious opinions and profeſſion, which 
is the ſubject more particularly before us, and which 
will immediately apply to the ſituation in which we 
both ſtand. 

You have acknowledged that © the church of 
England maintains ſome doctrines which you con- 
fider as unſcriptural.” It muſt, therefore, follow, 
that in your opinion ſhe ought to reform herſelf in 
thefe reſpects. The governors of the church, ought 
moſt certainly to enter on this good work, from time 
to time, as occaſion is found to require. But it has nor 
only been the practice of the Engliſh church, but of 
all eſtabliſhed churches, to protract the work of re- 
formation. Whether from an unwillingneſs to con- 
feſs themſelves in an error, or from any fear of the 
loſs of the lucrative endowments which are appendant 
to eſtabliſhed opinions, I cannot ſay; but it is a fact 
that they have been ſo invariably averſe to reforma- 
tion, that they have ever moſt tenaciouſly retained 
their reſpective ſyſtems, as long as they could; and 
indeed have ſeldom, if ever, been driven out of 
them, but by civil commotions, or by ſome cauſe 
originally foreign, and ſeemingly inadequate to ſuch 
an effect. 8 

But further; the very claim of a right to eſtabliſn 
human formularies of religious faith and doctrine, 
is ſo directly contrary to the deſign and ſpirit of the 
goſpel, that it is aſtoniſhing that men could ever 
dare thus to arrogate to themſelves that power, to 
which they had no right; and it is {till more aſtoniſh- 
ing, that mankind have permitted ſuch a groſs uſurpa- 
tion of their deareſt and moſt valuable privilege. But 
what intolerent men have impoſed, indolent and 
worldly-minded men have ſubmitted to. , 
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It is even yet more wonderful, that when the papal 
authority was expelled from theſe kingdoms, and 
ſeveral of the doctrines of the church of Rome were 
diſowned and rejected, as burdens too grievous to 
be borne, the reformers only tranſplanted that au- 
thority from papal into regal hands, and all thoſe 
doctrines which were admitted by the principal ac- 
tors in that ſcene, (themſelves involved in the dark- 
neſs and ſuperſtition of their age,) were retained in 
our reformed church. While nothing ſeems more 
Plain to the humbleſt capacity, than that the ſame 
arguments which applied to the power of the church 
of Rome, would apply to the ſame power in the 
church of England, or in any other church. It is 
equally obvious, that if there remained any right in 
the proteſtant community to impoſe one opinion, 
there exiſted the ſame right to impole fifty, or five 
hundred. 2 

Evctnivs. You do not, ſurely, mean to inſi- 
nuate that the ſpirit of the church of England is as 
intolerant as that of the church of Rome; or that 
the groſs doctrines of the latter are not infinitely 
more objectionable than thoſe of the former. 

Tagorhilus. I not only mean to inſinuate, 
but to inſiſt and prove, that the character of into- 
lerance, (which is the marked character of Anti- 
chriſt) is not confined to papal Rome, but transfer- 
red into every church, which lords it over God's 
heritage, and teaches for doctrines the command 
ments of men. I decline the uſe of all hard 
names; but while the argument applies with equal 
force againſt the claims and practice of all churches, 

I do not think it conſiſtent with juſtice, to appro- 
priate it to one church, only becauſe I ſhall be. 
joined in ſuch appropriation by another: it ought 
to be applied to all churches alike, which ſhall 
alike remain ſo far unreformed as to fall within its 
reach. | hy Cogn” 2 IRON 
| Euoxxrus. 
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Evctnivs. This muſt be granted to be fair 
reaſoning; and, as we are told that many anti- 
chriſts ſhall ariſe,” it will deſerve the moſt ſerious 
attention of every ſociety of chriſtians, by whatever 
name they may be pleaſed to diſtinguiſh themſelves, 
to take eſpecial care that they come not under that 
deſcription, or ſuffer wreck upon that rock which 
has been ſo fatal to their brethren. As proteſtants 
pretend not only to have diſcovered, but to be di- 
rected by the light and liberty of the goſpel, 
which lay hid and concealed under the cor- 
ruptions of popery, through a long night of dark- 
neſs and ignorance ; and, in \ conſequence of that diſ- 
covery, to have- publicly proteſted againſt the abomi- 
nations and the intolerance of the church of Rome, 
it is certainly more blamable in them, and directly 
ſubverſive of the foundation principles of their own 
cauſe, to aſſume to themſelves that authority which 
they do not allow to others. 

Tngophllus. It was this inconſiſtent behaviour of 
the proteſtants which gave occaſion, very ſoon after 
their ſeparation from the church of Rome, to the 
reproachful obſervation of their adverſaries, . which 
was couched in the queſtion, 4 Where was your re- 
ligion before the time of Luther?“ 

"The proper anſwer to the reflection en by 
this inquiry, is, that it might be found in the Bible, 
where it ſtill remains: for „ the Bible, and the 
Bible only, is the religion of proteſtants.” The 
queſtion, has a popular "aſt with it; and the charge 
conveyed in it, can ony be wiped away by an im- 

roved and more conſiſtent conduct in proteſtants 
themſelves : for while ſo many of the ſame features 
are diſcernahle in both communions, they conſpire 
to form that reſemblance which we generally deno- = 
minate, „a family likeneſs.” 

Evucenivs. Theſe obſervations tend to prove, 
what I before virtually admitted, that a further re- 
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formation of the doctrines and pretenſions of the 
eſtabliſhed church 1s much wanted, But of the ex- 
pedience of ſuch a meaſure, I am not ſo fully ſatis- 
fied. The ſpiritual governors of the church, and 
the civil governors of the ſtate, are ſo cloſely 
leagued together, in oppoſing every attempt towards 
a review and reform of the eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem, that 
any further reformation is, to ſay the leaſt, an hope- 
leſs proſpect, and very unlikely to happen in any 
time, ſhort of the revolution of a century. Preci- 
pitation, therefore, would only protract any fa- 
vorable iſſue to the reaſonable expectation of liberal 
men, and expoſe thoſe who were well diſpoſed to the 
cauſe of reformation, to the indignant reſentment of 
their ſuperiors, without forwarding the end for 
which they laboured. 

THeoPHILUs. The unpleaſant appearances which 
are diſtinguiſhable in the eccleſiaſtical hemiſphere, 
leem to determine you to a patient acquieſcence 
under the impoſitions of power; nor does your 
deſpondency find any relief, but in the very 
diſtant hope of further reformation, when you 
are gone to reſt, But a conviction of the great im- 
portance and of the righteouſneſs of ſuch a cauſe, 
{hould.not be cramped by conſiderations of merely 
imagined expediency, conceived only through de- 
ſpair, and calculated to cloud the dawning. of that 
8 day, when the goſpel of Chriſt ſhall be 
offered to the World, pure, and without human 
mixture or alloy. We are, indeed, neceſſarily af- 
fected by the wretched policy of the powers which 
bear rule in this world, but we ſhould not be ac- 
ceſſary to their delinquency, or partners in their 
guilt, by ſilently ſuffering the multiplied grievances 
under which the church of Chriſt is made to groan, 
to ſubſiſt and remain without complaint. So far as 
we apprehend the oracles of God to be corrupted 
and perverted, and the rights of chriſtians to 

| - be 
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be deſpoiled; it is ſurely a part of our duty to God, 


and the beſt proof of our brotherly ae and - af- 
fection for our fellow chriſtians, to call their ſober 


and diſpaſſionate attention to their own conduct, and 


to lay before them the ſad depredations they have 
made upon, and the impediments they have laid in 
the way of the ſucceſs of the goſpel. For theſe 
things we ſhall be anſwerable before the judge of 
all the world, if we acquit not ourſelves like men, 
and ſtand not faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
hath made us free, according as we ſhall have at- 
tained the knowledge of it, and had ability and op- 
portunity of doing good. It is our duty to follow 
the light and conviction we have obtained, and to 
hold them forth to others, that they alſo may be 


benefited thereby, if ſo it ſhall ſeem good to the 


wiſe diſpoſer of all things. | 

There are in the higheſt orders of the church, 
many very good and excellent men, but their ve 
ſituation is unfavourable to the reſtoration of the 
knowledge of the goſpel, or the admiſſion of the 
rights of chriſtians to their due extent. Thoſe who 
may be well-diſpoſed to reformation, may be 
afraid to meet the obloquy which would be thrown 


upon them for their endeavours in ſuch a cauſe ; like 


father Paul, they may not have the ſpirit of Luther: 
But I mean neither to apologize, nor to account for 
the reluctance of others to complete a meaſure, 
which appears to me to deſerve and demand their 
utmoſt vigilance, aſſiduity, and perſeverance. 

This being the true ſtate of the caſe with regard 
to the great and powerful; it becomes the more ne- 


ceſſary for thoſe, whoſe lot may be caſt in inferior 


ſtations, bur who ſenſibly fee and feel the injuries 

done to the chriſtian cauſe, to labour with increaſed 

ardour in the good work, according as their talents 

and pA vocations 2 admit. 
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It has been the opinion of ſome very good and 
very eminent men, that * no effort is loſt “ Hiſtory 
will convince us that a little ſpark has often kindled 
a great flame, in a good as well as in an evil work. 
The great revolutions of the world have, not ſeldom, 
had little beginnings. But, the moſt ſubſtantial en- 
couragement of all, is one that is unconcerned in 


| ſpeculation, and remains, independent either of ſuc- 


ceſs or defeat: and that is, that every man is per- 
ſonally anſwerable for his own conduct, and which 
ever way the world may beſtow its favors, it is the 
wiſe man's aim to ſeck the approbation of his God. 

But, even according to human eſtimation of 


things, the minds of men ſhould be prepared by the 
previous exhibition of the weight and juſtice of the 


cauſe of reformation, although time alone can com- 


plete it. In the courſe of the preſent century, the 
controverſies of Clarke, Whiſton and Hoadly, have 
greatly enlightened all orders of men: in our own 
time, the Confeſſional has collected the rays of the 
proteſtant light into a focus, which nothing can refiſt, 
but the ſullenneſs of an impenetrable mind: the 
clerical petition called the attention of liberal lay- 
men to the queſtion of church authority, and reduced 


it to the loweſt credit in the eſtimation of an en- 
lightened people: the application alſo to parliament 
+. . ,. fora repeal of the teſt law, though it did not remove 


it from the ſtatute book, convinced every ingenuous 


mind in the kingdgm, that the requiring every per- 
ſon to receive the Lord's ſupper, according to the 


rites of a particular church, previous to his accep- 
tance of a place of civil truſt, was intirely foreign 
to the deſign of the inſtitutor, a groſs proſtitution 
of the chriſtian ordinance, and a very inſufficient 
ſecurity to the ſtate. 8 
EucGenius. Your argument, and the recital of 
theſe recent circumſtances in the hiſtory of. this 
country are really almoſt ſufficient to excite a rea- 


ſonable 
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ſonable zeal, and to encourage perſeverance in the 
hope of a favourable iſſue; which the tenacious ad- 
herence to ſyſtem, and the ſilent oppoſition of great 
churchmen ſo much diſcountenanced. 

THeopnllus, I have yet another important fact 
in modern hiſtory, in reſerve. It is not fifteen years 
ago, ſince we could not have found a place of public 
worſhip, openly conducted upon unitarian principles 
in our iſland. But now theſe exiſt in our capital, 
and in ſeveral parts of this kingdom, and of Scot- 
land. | 

Evcenius. This is certainly more than a pre- 
ſumption that a better ſpirit prevails abroad in theſe 
our times, than in the days of our forefathers. The 
opening ſuch places of public worſhip, and the pub- 
lic avowal of the ſame ſentiments in places which 
had been before appropriated to the ſame purpoſe, 
reflect much honour on our nation, and alſo on the 
miniſters and congregations concerned in them; for 
it ſhews not only that a tolerant ſpirit prevails in 
our land, but affords an example that there are 
men, who, being perſuaded of the proper and ab- 
ſolute unity of the obje& of divine worſhip, will 
offer up their prayers to God alone, in ſincerity and 
truth, according to their own apprehenſion. 8 

THeoPHILUs. A little time ago, you told me 
that you thought that the evil of impoſing articles 
of faith was greatly diminiſhed by being reſtrained 
to miniſters, and graduates of the two Engliſh uni- 
verſities. This apparent limitation does in no wiſe 
reconcile me to the impoſition, nor does it, as I 


think, much leſſen the ill conſequences of that un- 


holy practice. For, if you will allow yourſelf to 
reflect a moment on the intimate connection which 
ſubſiſts between the people and their miniſter, and 
that what the one aſſents to, as the engagement of 
his faith, and is bound to teach, the other will be 
obliged to hear; you will think both parties greatly 


affected by them, Beſides, the miniſter's engagement 
muſt 
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maſt either oblige him to teach for doctrines the: 


- commandments of men, the devices of dark and 
ignorant ages, or to practiſe all the arts of _— 


cation and hypocriſy, in diſpenſing the goſpel of 
truth ; the ſame engagement will alſo oblige the 
honeſt layman, (whom you think little concerned 
in this impoſition, ) to reject with diſdain that pro- 


viſion of doctrine which the {tate hath directed, or 


to receive thoſe inventions as wholeſome food, which 
may prove deadly poiſon. In either cafe, he meets 
with a poor compenſation for the tithes of all that 
he poſſeſſes. | 

Evctnius. I have always conſidered the laity, 
as equally intereſted with the clergy, in the right 
knowledge and honour of the chriſtian faith ; and 
for the ſake of their common advantage and im- 


provement, have ſometimes wiſhed that the ſhep- 


herd might not only look well after the ſheep, but that 


the ſheep would, in their turn, direct the ſame atten- 


tion totheir ſhepherd. But I muſt own, that ] was not 
aware that the laity were ſo deeply intereſted in the 


ſubſcription of the clergy, as they now appear to - 


be. I had omitted to recollect, that to poiſon the 
ſpring was to poiſon the ſtream; and that the liv- 
ing waters of the goſpel, were, in a!l public and 
authoriſed adminiſtrations of them, to be drank 
through the unpleaſant medium of human compo- 
ſitions. However, by that kind of fatality which 


oftentimes diſappqypts exorbitant demands, the ſub- 


ſcriptions of the clergy have not this univerſal 
effect; the ſignature of their names is made with 


ſome mental reſervations, or with a latitude of con- 
ſtruction, that leaves them, in a great degree, at 
liberty; and their ſermons are, pretty generally, 


compoſed on this broad foundation. 
THEoPHILUS. You ſeem not to be apprized of the 
great and additional grievances that follow the 


exerciſe of this unhallowed latitude of conſtruction, 
1 1 which 
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which the preſſing occaſion of the ſubſcribing party 
has called into exiſtence. A ſuſpicion of notorious 
infincerity and prevarication is entertained of ſuch 
of the clergy, who aſſume this latitude; a latitude, 
diſallowed by the authority that impoſes the ſub- 
{cription, which was, in very truth, deſigned, how- 
ever ill it has ſucceeded, to prevent diverſities of 
opinion.” 

Nor do the evil conſequences of clerical inſincerity 
end here; the miniſters of Chriſt are further ſuſpected 
of diſbelieving chriſtianity itſelf; and between thoſe 
who impoſe the ſubſcription, and thoſe who di ſin- 
genuouſly comply with it, is divided the miſerable 
honour of ſowing, far and wide, the ſeeds of ſcep- 
ticiſm and unbelief, and producing that plentiful 
harveſt of infidelity, which 1s the modern growth of 
other climes beſide ovr own. 

But now, my friend, let me direct your attention 
from the diſtreſſing ſituation of the eſtabliſhed clergy, 
who have entered into ſtipulations and engagements, 
which they find inconſiſtent with the honeſt and 
conſcientious diſcharge of their duty ; engagements, 
which draw into their vortex the ſad alternative 
continue in your miniſtry felf-reproached, or ex- 
poſe yourſelf to poverty and ſcorn, I feel and 
mourn for all thoſe who are in this unhappy ſitua- 
tion; I earneſtly pray for their deliverance from this, 
more than Egyptian bondage; and ſhould think 
nothing too much to do, or to ſuffer, to render them 
ſubſtantial relief. You will forgive me this effuſion; 
and now permit me to beg your patient attention to 
my objections to ſuch laymen's conformity to the 
public ſervice of the ok whoſe private fenti- 
ments and opinions are in no ſort of agreement with 
the doctrines of her liturgy. ' In purſuing: this con- 
yerſation, I muſt defire, and am perſuaded you will 
not refuſe to deliver to me, your own honeſt and 
competent judgment upon this ſubject. 

In 
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In this queſtion, I think you are perſonally much 
intereſted; for, if I miſtake not, I underſtand that 
you are become an Unitarian, that is, you are now 
fully perſuaded that religious worſhip is due to the 
one only living and true God, and to none other. 

Evetnius. You do no more than juſtice to 
my preſent opinion, to aſcribe to me the belief in 
one God, and that he only is to be worſhipped. My 
converſion to this ſentiment, has been the deliberate 
conſequence of our former free and friendly inter- 
courſe, and of the attention I was thereby excited to, 
and have ſince paid to this important ſubject. I be- 


lieve, that the one almighty God created the world by 
his power, that he governs it by his providence, and 


will finally judge all mankind, and apportion happineſs 
or miſery, according as they ſhall have done good 
or evil. I believe, that he alone is the object of reli- 
gious worſhip, and alone capable of hearing our 
Prayers, | | 
THrxeoPpnitus, Your conviction in the opinion of 
the divine unity, being the reſult of your own in- 
quiry, I truſt, you will more clearly ſee the recti- 
tude of that conduct, with which, (as it appears to 
me, ) ſuch a perſuaſion ought to be attended, by one 
who lives under an Athanaſian eſtabliſhment of re- 
ligion. The backwardneſs of great churchmen, in 
the work of reformation, has been already obſerved 
upon: and the conformity of certain of the clergy 


with the eſtabliſhed forms, which they cannot in- 


tirely approve, has been the ſubject of our joint con- 
cern. 

In this ſtate, therefore, of our conference, it 
becomes expedient, to inquire, how, and by 
what arguments, you, who are a layman, unſhackled 
by ſubſcription, and beſet, on neither ſide, by the 
clergyman's unhappy alternative,—how you, I ſay, 


juſtify your continued conformity to an Athanaſian 
form of public worſhip, which you cannot approve. 


Surely 
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Surely your integrity and practical love of truth are 
as much impeached by your voluntary compliance, 
as the character of any like minded eccleſiaſtic: 
your having made no ſtipulation for your liberty, 
nor deriving any honour or emolument from the 
church, leaves you, the more eaſily, and at much 
leſs coſt, to follow the dictates of your own mind. 

Evctnivs. If I cannot wholly juſtify, I think T 
can excuſe my conformity; at teaft, I am very 
willing to give you my reaſons. I ſolicit your im- 
partial judgment alſo in return, and will honeſtly 
uſe every faculty I have, in forming my own. | 

You will, in the firſt place, be pleaſed to re- 


member that I am only an hearer of the public ſer- 


vice of tne church, and can, therefore, aſſent to ſo 
much, and ſuch parts of the prayers, as I approve ; 
and reject ſuch as I may judge to be contrary to the 
truth; juſt in the ſame manner as I may approve of 
one part of a ſermon, and reject the remainder. 


TrxeoPHILUs. By this plauſible ſophiſtry, which 


you practiſe upon yourſelf,” I conceive that you 


greatly defeat the good effects which ſhould follow 


your attendance upon public worſhip. It is gene- 


rally true of moſt men, and as much ſo of the beſt 


of men, as of others, that to keep the mind ſeriouſly 


and devoutly occupied, while offering up their hearts 
to God in ſuch ſervice, it is neceſſary to avoid 


every diſtraction which may draw off, or divide the 


attention. Now the Athanaſian doctrine of a tri- 
nity, occurs ſo very frequently in the liturgy, and 


is alfo in many places ſo groſsly expreſſed, that alt 
ſuch paſſages mult not only divert the mind by em- 


ploying it in transferring the aſcriptions of praiſe, 


thankſgiving, and adoration from a plurality of 


Gods, to the one ſupreme Being; but the ſpirit of 
devotion muſt be diſturbed and diſperſed in the 


very adjuſtment of the language : and, added to | 


this, the very expreſſions themſelves muſt be very 
ſhockirg 
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ſhocking and offenſive to the ear of one, who looks 
up to God alone, as the object of adoration, with- 
out peer or partner. | | | 

The caſe of prayer, which is a ſocial act, and ad- 
dreſſed to God, will not admit of illuſtration from 
the liberty allowed in hearing ſermons, when the 
auditors may take or reject what they hear, accord- 
ing as they fhall approve or difſent. The preacher 
delivers his illuſtration of a portion of the ſcripture, 
ſupports it by argument, draws and apphes his in- 
ferences according to the beſt of his ability; but 
theſe are no further concluſive upon his hearers 
than as they meet their judgment and conſent. But, 
in the buſineſs. of prayer, the caſe is far different. 
The mind being previouſly acquainted with the 
form of addreſs to the throne of grace, the worſhip- 
pers of God ſhould be intirely conſenting, and 
fully and fingly employed in the prayers, and praiſes, 
and thankſgivings there expreſſed, in the contem- 
plation of that Being to whom they are made, and 
in thoſe aſpirations . which naturally accompany 
every act of rational and elevated devotion. 

That eaſy compliance to which you are diſpoſed, 
in this caſe, is, with many people, the reſult of in- 
difference. It would equally excule your going to 
maſs in the romiſh communion, as to the ſervice of 
the church of England ; for the ſame reſervations 
which you think keep you clear, in the one, from 
any implied conſent to the doctrine of the trinity, 
would, in the other, acquit you of believing 
the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation. Upon the prin- 
ciple of your argument, all integrity of heart and 
mind may be diſpenſed with, in thoſe very ſervices, 
where, of all others, they are moſt becoming, 
and in which there can be no temptation, which does 
not ariſe from indifference, or the moſt contempti- 
ble and ineffectual hypocriſy. 8 | 

THe | Neither 
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Neither is this all. Your example may be, and, 
probably, will be contagious z it may prove the 
means of continuing, and even of ſpreading . the 
ſame diſingenuous practice among others; a prac- 
tice, which allows and familiariſes the profeſſion of 
the groſſeſt corruptions of chriſtian worſhip, and 
repreſents them as being perfectly compatible with 
the pureſt faith. 8 3! 

Evucenivs. In the earneſtneſs of your argu- 
ment, you have forgotten to make any allowance 
for a certain unwillingneſs to appear particularly 
ſcrupulous, in a matter, which, though important 
in itfelf, the world is not diſpoſed to think io highly 
of, as to excuſe ſuch ſingularity of conduct. 

THxeormiLuUs. The proper anſwer to this feeble 
apology, ſhould come from yourſelf. Aſk then your 
own heart, whether you ought to place the indul- 
gence of any native baſhtulneſs, or any defire to 
avoid that ſingularity, which you affect to think ſo 
formidable, in competition with the great duty of 
worſhipping the one God and Father of all, in fin- 
cerity and truth; and of confefling before men, the 
doctrines of the great meſſenger of glad tidings. 
You well know on what authority we are told, that 
wheſoever ſhall confeſs Chriſt before men, him will be 
confeſs alſo before his Father which is in heaven: but 
whoſoever ſball deny him, before men, bim will be alſo 
deny before his Father which is in Heaven, (Matt. x. 
32, and 33.) 1585 . 

The prayers in which you join, in the public ſer- 
vice of the church, are not ſuch as you either do, 
or would adopt in your cloſet, or in your family. 
And the reaſon why you reject the uſe of them in 
private, is beca uſe you think them ſinful, inaſmuch 
as they are directed to three diſtinct beings or per- 
ſons inſtead of God alone. How then can the ſame 
conduct be innocent, when acted before the world, 
which is ſinful in the * your own houſe ? 

2 ory 
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or, as the queſtion may be more forcibly ſtated, 
how much more reprehenſible is ſuch evil conduct 
before the world, where it may ſeduce and corrupt 
the integrity of others, than when confined to a 
more private ſcene. | 

Apply the ſpirit of this queſtion to any of the 
common tranſactions in life, and you will acknow- 
ledge not only the wiſdom, but even the expediency 
of exhibiting that rectitude of principle and beha- 
viour in our own characters, which we look for in 
others. Without this endeavour on our parts, we 


really countenance that very duplicity which we diſ- 


approve and condemn. And in our chriſtian calling, 
we ſhould be very careful not to give the moſt 


diſtant occaſion of ſcandal to our profeſſion ; but to 


draw forward and to excite, by our mutual exam- 

ple, that inflexible and intrepid integrity which adds 
grace to the chriſtian character, and inſpires a for- 
titude which looks down with indifference upon no- 
thing, but what is not deſerying of a wiſe man's 
choice or attention. | 


Evcxeniuvs. I moſt readily concede to you, that 


that ſervice of prayer which does not honeſtly ex- 
preſs the mind of the worſhipper, and is therefore 
ſinful, muſt be equally ſq whether offered in private, 
or in ſocial worſhip. This obſervation had occurred 
to me before, and therefore, Iqualified my attendance 


by with-holding my aſſent to ſuch parts of the church 


liturgy, as I did not approve. But this expedient hay- 
ing involved muckdiſtraction of mind, and leaving me 
in a ſituation which held me forth as an example of 
countenancing by my preſence, what I did not ap- 
prove in my heart; I have been occaſionally diſ- 
poſed to forego and abſent myſelf from all public 
worſhip, becauſe of the irreconcilable diſagreement 
between the tritheiſm of the eſtabliſhed liturgy, 
which I now conſider as idolatry, and the addreſſing 

| all 
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all prayer to God alone, which I apprehend to be 
the religion of nature, and of revelation. I have, 
therefore, had it in contemplation to confine myſelf 
to the duty and exerciſe of private prayer. 

Tuxophilus. If you ſhould perſiſt in adopting 
this idea of a ſilent retreat from a worſhip, which you 
ſo greatly diſapprove, by withdrawing from all 
ſocial devotion, I cannot but think that you abuſe 
the talents and opportunities afforded you, and de- 
ſert the ſtandard of the chriſtian faith; I alſo think 
that you will again place the influence of your ex- 
ample in a ſituation, where it may do much harm. 

Social worſhip is a very great means of edifica- 
tion, in a variety of ways: it calls men forth to 
the public avowal of their principles 1n the face of 
open day ; it advances brotherly love in an inter- 
communion in the offices of religion; it concentrates 
the example of good men, and animates devotion in 
their neighbours; it keeps alive the principles of re- 
ligion and piety, and prepares men to act a virtuous 
part in the ſcenes of active life. 

Now as, upon your own plan of privacy, the 
reaſon of your ſeceſſion would not be rightly, or ge- 
nerally known, your abſence from all public wor- 
ſhip, (becauſe one form of it was exceptionable 
and offenſive,) would encourage the ſame open 
behaviour in other men, though actuated by very 
different motives, | 5 

If you cannot enjoy the benefit of ſocial worſhip 
in the eſtabliſhed church of your country, by ren- 
dering your praiſes and thankſgivings, and offering 
your ſupplications to the one infinite, eternal, and 
.only God; there may be other places where this ac- 
ceptable and grateful ſervice may be conducted after 
a form which may intirely harmonize with the in- 

enuous convictions of your own mind. The apoſtle 
Paul hath not qualified, with any reſtriction, his ex- 
hortation, to flee from idelatry ; (1 Cor. x. 14.) and 
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if words are capable of a determinate meaning, 
the nature of the offence, and our duty to avoid it, 
are equally clear. 

If no more public place ſhall offer, and no means 
ſhould preſent themſelves of opening one of greater 
extent, you may convert a room in your own houſe 
to an houſe of prayer. There may be other per- 
ſons in your neighbourhood , who may, from prin- 
ciple and ſimilar ſentiments, be glad to join you 
in ſo good a work ; and even this little church, 
may, in the courſe of a few years, be the occaſion 
of the planting a much larger one. Nor are you, 


or any man unprovided with very good ſervices for 


ſuch religious ſocieties, * | 
 Evexnivs. I am not inſenſible of the rectitude 
of the line of conduct, which you have pointed out, 
or of the advantage which the purſuing of it, might 
roduce to the true intereſts of religion and virtue; 
boi it would expoſe me to ſo much obſervation and 
reproach, as may bear down my ſpirit, and defeat 
the very end deſigned ; I may not be able to meet 

the fate of a reformer. | 
THeoPHILUs, This is to relinquiſh the poſt of 
duty, upon a plea every way inadequate and inad- 
miſſible, and very unworthy of a faithful ſervant 
and ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt. Perſonal privacy and 
eaſe, are the leaſt we can ſacrifice in ſo good a cauſe 
as the advancement of the worſhip of the one God, 
and Father of all, Singular inſtances of integrity, 

or 


in any of the ordinary concerns of life, do not in- 


deed often eſcape ſarcaſtic obſervations, and ſome- 
times temporary ſcandal; but they are nevertheleſs, 
approved by the virtuous and the good; and bring 
with every act in which they are connected, that 
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peace and ſatisfaction which the unprincipled and 
profligate can neither take away, nor enjoy.“ 

As for your fearing that you ſhould not be able 
to meet the fate of a reformer, I truſt, for the ho- 
nour of chriſtendom, that all apprehenſion of being 
called to any very extraordinary ſufferings for pub- 
licly maintaining the worſhip of one God, is intire- „ 
ly groundleſs. Poſitive perſecution is diſowned on 3 | 
all hands : honour and diſhonour, good report and | 
evil report may indeed await you; but ſurely your | 
chriſtian faith will ſupport you under theſe fluctu- | 
ations in your pilgrimage, and carry your mind into I! 
the contemplation of a crown of glory, and a fu- 
ture bliſs that will never end. 

_ Evctnius. The pointed force with which you 
direct your argument will carry conviction to any | 
reaſonable and ingenuous mind. The greateſt dan- | 
ger is, halting between two opinions, between duty | 
and inclination; and the true ſtate of the queſtion 
as it now lies before me for deciſion i is, ſhall I obey 
God or man? Notwithſtanding, however, this 
confeſſion of my view of our ſubject, accompanied 
with a ſerious deſire to acquit myſelf in a manner 
becoming my chriſtian profeſſion, I find myſelf, 
from a conflux of motives (neither excuſable, nor 
yet, I think, abſolutely criminal, ) ſtrongly reluctant | 
to avow my ſentiments explicitly before the world, | 
and to ſecond them by that conduct which they | 

| 


ſhould ſeem to demand. | 
| TyzgPHILUs. The preſent ſtate of our mind, | 
my dear friend, leaves your conformity to the wor- | 
ſhip of the eſtabliſhed church, or a filent, unobſerved, 
clandeſtine retreat from it, equally inexcuſable. 
Your laſt declaration amounts to a formal ſurrender 


of 


. Certaialy i it is heaven upon earth to have a man's mind 


moye in charity, reſt in providence, and turn on the poles of 
truth.“. 


Logo Bacon 
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of the queſtion ; therefore, it now becomes more 


proper for me to leave you to your own reflections 
which cannot fail to determine you to adopt that 
open and upright conduct, which will beft advance 
the glory of God, and can alone meet with his ap- 
probation. Every day's continuance in your Pre- 


| ſent indeciſion, adds danger and criminality to your 


fituation. You will recollect the exliortation in the 
book of revelation, to quit Babylon, and I know that 


you allow the application: come out of her my people 


that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that you re- 
ceive not of her plagues. | 


A mind like your's, informed by voluntary and 
patient inquiry, (in the midſt of your prudent at- 


tention to your great ſecular concerns, ) will not long 


remain in your preſent reluctant and diſtreſſing in- 
activity. Where duty calls, I know your heart diſ- 


poſes you to obey. And the ſame courſe of ſtudy 


which has diſcovered to you the truth, will have. 
ſufficiently impreſſed you with its importance before 


all other conſiderations. 

That knowledge which you have acquired, and 
which has led you out of intellectual darkneſs, will 
naturally point out that line of conduct inliſted 
upon in the goſpel, and made the condition of its 
promiſes. Having firſt convinced your underſtand- 


ing, it will animate your refolution to walk in. 


that plain direct road, which turns neither to the 
right hand, nor to the left. Nor will your high ſenſe 
of duty, or the goodneſs of your own heart, ſuffer 
you to reſt, until you have made the Jaſt advance 


in this journey of religious and moral integrity, by 


ſhaking off every remaining ſhackle of religious 


bondage which any prejudice, timidity, or defe- 
rence to others, may have faſtened” around you. In 
the perfect love and fear of God, and in ftrict 


integrity of principle towards him; and in love 


and brotherly affection for all mankind, ſhall we 


alone 
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alone find that peace of mind in this world, which 
is only to be exceeded by the happineſs of another. 

EvcGenius. Our friendly and improving con- 
verſation upon the important ſubject which has 
engaged our attention, and really intereſted our 
aftection for each other, may now be cloſed, ſince 
we are both become of one mind. Mutual ac- 
knowledgments of kindneſs have been received, 
and returned, between us. And the reſult of your 
victory, is liberty to the vanquiſhed. 

There requires ſo very little time to form a right 


deciſion of conduct, where the judgment is already 


convinced, and the mind 1s awakened to receive 
the force and impreſſion of truth, that I do not he- 
fitate a moment to acknowledge my intire ſatisfac- 
tion in your arguments; and to aſſure you that I 
will, from this hour, withdraw myſelf from a 
church, whoſe foundation is laid in exacting impo- 
ſitions upon the conſciences of men, and whoſe 
conſtituent doctrine is idolatry. 

There are, indeed, certain appendant circumſtan- 
ces in every man's ſituation with reſpect to his pre- 
zudices, habits, conſtitution, and connections, which 
cauſe him involuntarily to demur, where he ought 
inſtantly to decide. Theſe, however, are under 


command; and ſhall henceforth vaniſh and give way 


to ſuperior conviction and the obligations of truth. 

Let theſe conſiderations excuſe the trouble I have 
gven you, while your candid forbearance with them 
have greatly. enhanced to me the value of your 
friendſhip, which, I truſt, will be uninterrupted to 
the end of our lives. 


THE END. 
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